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HCS Approach and HCS Science Study
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HCS Approach: 

- .ŜƎŀƴ нлмм ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ Ψbƻ 5ŜŦƻǊŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ

- Remote sensing and field plots for vegetation stratification, forest patch 
Decision Tree for conservation and land use planning

- Integrates with FPIC, Participatory mapping, HCV, peat protection

HCS+

- Began 2014 ςscience study aimed at reducing GHG emissions from PO

- LiDARmapping AGC, organic soils, carbon neutrality, social 
requirements, multi-stakeholder land use planning
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Convergence focus ïachieving No Deforestation - which areas are 

natural forest and which are degraded land? 



Announcing HCS Convergence
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- A single HCS methodology has been agreed!

- Combines HCS Approach and HCS+

- Key elements: HCS thresholds via vegetation stratification, use of 
LiDARΣ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ CƻǊŜǎǘΩ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎΣ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ 
carbon, & robust social requirements

- Working groups to resolve outstanding issues: application of HCS to 
smallholders& High Forest Cover landscapes, protection of HCS forest

- Ongoing discussion on functional and governance integration with 
HCV Resource Network
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Ongoing governance - HCSA Steering Group, 
& SimeDarby, IOI, KLK and Cargill will apply to join



Finalisingthe converged HCS methodology via Toolkit v2
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- HCSA Toolkit launched in April 2015

- Designed as a practitioners manual 
on the methodology

- Currently under review, including 
addressing the convergence elements

- Further trials, then release v2 in early 
2017

- Science Advisory Committee including 
HCS+ scientists
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HCS Convergence and RSPO

ÅPractical methodology to define and identify High Carbon Stock 
forest areas

ÅCan be incorporated into P&C revision ςPrinciple 7 

ÅAlready referred to in RSPO Next

ÅCan significantly strengthen RSPO GHG Assessment Procedure 
for New Plantings ςesp. Chapter 3 where HCS assessments can 
replace AGC default values, and Chapter 4 with carbon 
estimations and land development options


